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f^oo^^ J 6 ""? ^ towards Eastern 

«P the subject of the American JS 4 S5l u ' Herr st raetling himself broueht 
the Soviet Zone rwiiufcS^SfS? tep w J° 8e crw *■ now being held by ^ 
Mmself and not •SSJtafS ol££2f& who stated he wae speaking ? r 
stood the HMttitSJTS Smeftic^liiS? lnt ' S ld that n * fuU y «^er- 
ayparently prompted the^re?ar$s cress conf £«£ deratlonfl ***h* 
States negotiating "with HOmEL*? jfev SSSSSJ* JET'S 5?° ttt *• toited 
American negotiations with off i?iai B of S! S !J J ' he "?" *** l* 08 Pect of 
alarm* The Soviets would almos? certainS rS« S? "BTl f P ed "" wlth 
and the regime would ■»•!* tali*1»^S«J!2! «» to tlw East German regime 
possible and on the highest SssiblS JJfiffiT °f ^ZT Bt forfflal ^ture 
enough by itself, Herr sJraettfnl e"omaen£? taT& r,* ifl W0Uld be ^rtunate 
the Federal German and Wertern^L?J!!£ IS' 5 » *f? future ^sequences for 
night be still graver? S^ZJSSt^l £!f d ***}*»«* the Soviet Zone « 
blackmail tiotolTftiSlrtS as" S2iSJ^?^ ta a i T *° repeat the O 
couraged to hand over tSS^authoriS S^fi ^ e ^ Soviet8 **** be •*■ 2 
the Zonal regime, and would be ablet/SL?^ and i. road , aoce88 *° Berlin to ~n 
the^r^nf lbi li ty f or^tVS^ S^JSTSSS/St SffiT *"" S 






with the American nreeftd«n+ -t« »<«j *l « ? ioroes ana in the latter oase. tST 
American precedent in mind, the Federal Government would not be able p£ 
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to withstand probable Soviet Zone demands for negotiations between "the two 
dermanStates" at a high political level in order to assure return of the 
eouErs. American negotiation with the Zonal regime mi ght ejve consider able 
help to the regime in convincing the Bast Zone population that co^; 6 * 
resistance to it was futile since even its principal enemy, the United States, 
had now officially if reluctantly accepted its existence. In the Federal 
Republic, the American action would have the effect of encouraging those 
f Sees, includSTthe Social Democrats, which believed that closer relations 
wito theloviet Zone regime were the only practical way to make W™ 
towards German reunification, while weakening the reluctance of the majority 
of the West German population to follow such a course. 

Comment 

Herr Straetling's language showed that he took the subject very seriously. 
His remarics on SeleLtionlf the German public to the situation are of 
^Lr!TScause while be is a relatively junior officer at the German Embassy, 
£e 3x ^eaTtf duty to SonS covertng the activities of the Bundestag for the 
WS Office havfLdS him one of2e most perceptive and "liable observers 
of thf attitude of the German public and of the effect of German public opinion 
on the Federal Government and parliament. 
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